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The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003 (Central 
Act No.6 of 2004), which has been passed by the 
Parliament and assented to by the President of 
India on 07-1-2004 and published in the Gazette of 
India, Extraordinary, Part II,Section 1,dated 
8-1-2004, is hereby published for general 
information of the public. 

S. G. Marathe, Under Secretary (Drafting). 

---Panaji, 13th :September, 2004. 

THE CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) ACT,~03 

AN 
,-

ACT 

further to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

'. BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-fourth 
Year of the Republic 'ofIndia as follows:-

LShort title and commencement.- (1) This Act 
may be called the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 
2003. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Central Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette; appoint: . 

Provided that different dates may be appointed 
for different provisions of this Act and any reference 
in any such provision to the commencement of 
this Act shall be construed as a reference to the 
commencement of that provision. 

2. Amendment of section 2.- In 
section 2 of 'the Citizenship Act, 1955 57 of 1955, 

(hereinafter referred to as the principal . 
Act), in sub-section (1),-

(i) for clauses (b) and (c) arid the proviso to 
clause (c), the following clause shall be 
substituted, nainely:-

'(b) "illegal migrant" means a foreigner who 
has entered, into India-

(i) without a valid passport or other travel 
documents and such other document or 

. authority as may be prescrLl:led by or under 
any law in that behalf; or 

(ii) with a valid passport or other travel 
documents and such other document or 
authority as may be prescribed by or under 
any law in that behalf but remains therein 
beyond the permitted period of time;'; 

(il) after clause (e), the following clause shall 
be inserted, namely:-

'(eel "oyerseas citizen' of India" means a 
person who-

(i) is of Indian origin being a citizen' of a 
specified country, or 

(ii) was a citizen of India immediately 
before becoming a citizen of a specified 
country, 

--..--
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and is registered as an overseas citizen of India 
by theCe~tral' Government under sub-section 
(1) of section 7A;'; 
. : . .' '. . '. 

, (iii) ,afte~ clause (g), the, following claUSe shall 
be inserted, namely:- ' " 

'(gg) "specified country" means a country 
specified in the Fourth Schedule: 

Provided that the Central Governnient may;" 
by notification in the Official Gazette, amend the 
said Schedule by wayef addition cir ornissibnof 
any entry therein: 

Provided further that every notification issued 
under this clause shall, as soon as may be, after 
it is made,be laid before each, :House of 
Parliament;'. , 

3, Substitution of new section for section 3,­
For section 3' of the principal Act, the following 
s,ection shall be substituted, namely:-

"3. Citizenship by birth.-;- (1) Except as 
provided in sub-section (2), every person born 
in India-

(a) on or after the 26th day of January, 1950, 
but before the 1st day of July, 1987; 

(b) on or after the 1st day of July, 1987, but 
before the commencement of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2003 and either of whose 
parents is a citizen of India at the time of his 
birth; 

(c) on or after the' commencement of the 
Citizenship (Ameridment) Act, 2003, where-

----
(i) i;oth of his parents are citizens of India; 

or 

(il) one of whose parents is a citizen of 
India and the other is not an illegar~grant 
at the time of his birth, " 

shall be a citizen of India by birth. 

(2) A person shall not be a citizen of India by 
virtue of this section if at the time of his birth-

(a) either his father or mother possesses such 
immuhity frbm suits and legal process as is 
accorded to an envoy of a foreign sovereign 
power accredited to the President of India and 
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he or she,as the, case may be, IS not a citizen of 
'India; or 

(b) his father or mother is an enemy alien and 
the birth ,occurs in 'a place then under 
occupationhythe enemy. '!: 

4. ArnendIl'lentofsection 4.~ IriSection 4 of the 
principal Act, for SUb-section (1), the following 
sub-sections ,shall be, substituted, namely:-

"(1) 'A person' born outside India shall be a 
citizen of India by descent,-, -, , 

(a) on or after the,26th day o!January, 1950, 
but before the '10th day of December, 1992, if 

'his father is' a citizen 'of India at the time of 
his birth; or, ' , . 

(b) on or after the 10th day of December, 
1992, if either of his parents is a citizen of 
India at the t~e of his birth: 

Provided that if the father of a person referred 
to in clause (a) was aCitlzen of India by descent 
only, that person shall not be a citizen of India 
by virtue of this section unless-

(a) his birth is registered at an Indian 
consulate within one year of its occurrence 
or the commencement of this Act, whichever 
is later, or, with the permission of the Central 
Government, a:fterthe expiry of the said 
period; or 

(b) his father is, at the time of his birth, in 
service under a Goverru;nent in India: 

Provided further that if either of the parents of a 
person referred to in clause (b) was a citizen of 
India by descent only, that person shall not be a 
citizen of India by virtue of this section, unless-

(a) his birth is registered at an Indian 
consUlate within one year of its occurrence or 
on or after the 10th day of December, 1992, 
whichever is later, or, with the permission of 
the Central Government, after the expiry of the 
said period; or 

(b) either of his parents is, at the time of his 
birth, in service under a Government in India: 

Provided also that on or after the commencement 
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003, a 
person shall not be a citizen of India by virtue of 
this section, unless his birth is registered at an 
Indian consulate in such form and in such manner, 
as may be prescribed,-
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(i) within bne year of its occurrence or . the 
commencement ofthe 8itizenship (Amendment) 
Act, 2003, whichever is later; or 

(ii) with the permis'sion of the Central 
Government, after the expiry of the said period: 

. Provided· also that no such birth. shall 'be 
registered unless the parents of such person. 
declare, iIi such form and in such manner as may 
be prescribed, that the. minor does not hold the 
passport.of another country, 

(1A) A minor who is a citizen of India by virtue 
of this section and isalso .. a citizen of any other 
country shall cease to be a citizen of India.if 
he does not renounce the citizenship or nationality 
of anothercountty within six monthsof.attaining 
full age. 

5. Amendment of section 5.~ In se.ction 5 of 
the principal Act,-

(a) for sub"section.(1), the following shall be 
substituted, 'namely:~. 

"(1) Subject to the provisions of this section 
and such other conditions. and restrictions as 
may be prescribed, the CentraL Government 
may, on an application made in. this behalf, 
register as a citizen of . India··any person not 
being an illegal' migrant who is not. already 
such citizen by virtue of the Constitution or of 
any other .provision of this Act if he belongs 
to any of the following categories, namely;-

(a) a person of Indian origin who is 
ordinarily resident in' India for seven years 

-J:lefore. making' an application for 
registration; 

(b) a person of Indian origin who is 
ordinarily resident in any country. or place 
outside undivided India; 

"" (c) a person'wllo is married to a citize~'Of 
India arid is ordinariiy resident in Indfa for 
seven years before 'malring an application 
for registration; . 

(d) minor children of persons who are 
citizens of India; 

(e) a person of full age and capacity 
whose parents are registered as.citizens of 

. India under clause (a) of this·sub"section 
.. or· sub-section (1) of section 6; 

(f) a person of full ageafld capacity 
who, or either of his parents, was earlier 
citizen of independent India, and has !:Ieen 
residing in India for one year immediately 
before making an application· for 
'reg;stration; 

(g) a person of full age and capacity who . 
has been registered as an overseas citizen 
of India for five years, and who has,been 
.residingin India for two. years ·before 

. making an application for registration .. 

Explanation L- For the purposes of clauses (a) 
and (c), an applicant sb,allbe deemed to be 
ordinarily resident in .India if-· 

(i) he has resided in India'throughout the 
period of twelve months immediately before . .. 

malring an application for registration; and 

(ii) he has resided in India during the eight 
years immediately preceding the said period of 
twelve months for a period of not less than six 

. years. 

Explanation 2.- For the purposes of this 'sub­
-section, a person shall be deemed to be of Indian 
origin if he, or either of his parents, was born in 
undiVided ·India or in such other territory which' 
became part of India after the 15th day of August; 
1947:"; 

(b) after SUb-section (5), the following sub­
o -sectiori shilll be insetted, riamely:~ 

"(6) If the Central Government is satiSfied 
that circumstances exist which renderit 
necessary to grant exemption from the 
residential requirement under claUse (c) of 
sub-section (1) 'to~ny person or a class of 
persons, it may,for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, grant such exemption.". 

6. Amendment of section 6.- In section 6 of 
the principalAct, in sub-section (1), forthe words 
"who is not a citizen of a country specified in the 
First Schedule", the words "not being an illegal 
migrant" 'shall be substituted. 

7. Insertion of heading and new sections 7A, 7B, 
7C and 70.- After section 7 of the principal Act, 
the ,following heading and sections shall be 
inserted, namely:~. 
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'OVERSEAS, CITIZENSHIP 

,7A. Registration of ov~rseaseitizens.- (1) The 
Central Governrnent" may, ,subject to such 
conditions and restrictions including the condition 
of reciprocity as may be prescribed; 'on an 
application made in this behalf, register any person 
as an 'overseas' citizen ofIndia if-

, • (a) that person is' of Indian' origin of full age 
and capacity who 'is a citizen of a specified 
country; or 

,; (b)that person isoffull age and capacity· who 
has' '()btaThed the citi'zenship of a specified' 
country on or after the commencement of the 

,Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003 and who 
. wasa' Citizen of India immediately before' such 

commencement; or 

(e) that person is a minor of a person 
rnentioned in clause (a) or clause (b). 

, (2) The person registered as an overseas citizen 
of India under sub-section (1) shall be an overseas 
citizen of India as from the date on which he is so 
reg'i!;tered. 

(3) No person who has been deprived of 
his Indian citizenship under this Act ,shall ',be 
registered as· an overseas citizen of India under· 
sub-section (1) except by an order of the Central 
Government. 

Explanation • ...,.,.FoI the purposes of this section 
and sections 7B, 7C and 7D, the expression "person 
oq~gian origin" shall mean a citizen of another 
cou~fw who'-,- . 

" (i) was efigibleto become a citizen of India at 
the time, of the commencement of the 
Constitution; 

(ii) belonged to a territow that' became part 
of India after the 15th day of August, 1947~<i 

(iii) the.children and grand-children ofa 
person covered under clauses (i) and (ii), but 
does not include a person' who is or had been at 
anytime a citizen of Pakistan, Bangladesh or such 
other country as the Central Government may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, speCify. 

• 7B. Conferment of rights on overseas' citizens 
of India.":'" (1) Notwithstanding: anything 
contained in any other law for the time being in 
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force, an overseas 'citizen of India shall be entitled 
to such rights [other than. the rights specified 
under sub-section (2)) as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify 
in this behalf., 

(2) An overseas citizen of India shall not be 
entitlad to the rights conferred on a citizen of 
India-

(a) under article 16 of the Constitution: with 
regard to equality of opportunity in matters. of . 
public employment; 

(b) under article 58 of the Constitution for " 
election as President; , 

, (e) under article 66 of the Constitution for 
election of Vice-President; 

(d) under 'article 124 of the Constitution for 
appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court; 

(e) under article 217.of the Constitution for 
appointment as a Judge of the High Court; 

(f) under section 16 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1950 43011950. 

'in regard to registration ·as a voter; 

(g) under sections 3 and, 4 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 195143,011951. 
with regard to the eligibility for being 
a merllber of thE:> House of the People or 
of thE:> Council of States; as the case may· 
be; 

. (h) under sections 5, 5A and 6 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951 43011951. 
with regard to the eligibility for being 
a member of the Legislative Assembly 
or a Legislative Council as the case may 
be, of a State; 

(i) for appointment to public sE:>rvices and 
posts in connection with the affalrs of the Union 
or of any State except for app, ointment in such 
services and p~sts as the Central 'Government 
may by special order in that behalf specify. 

(3) Every notification issued under sUb-section 
(1) shall be lald before each House of Parliament . 

. 7C. RE:>nuneiation of overseas citizensbip.- (1) If 
any overseas citizen of India.of full age and capacity 
makes in the prescribed manner a declaration 
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r~!louncillg his Qv~rs.~a:s citizenship of Jndia,the 
dec~ara:tion shall"l?e, regi~t~r~d ,by. the.Cen,tral 
Government, and upon such registration, that 
per$Onsllal! c~ase .. to l:Jean.ove~sea,s ,citizen of 
India. 

.. ~ .. ' . , ; 
(2) Where a person ceases to. be anoverseas 

citizen of India under sub-section (1), every minor 
child of that perSon registered as an overseas 
citizen of Indip., shall thereupon ,cease to be an 
overseas citiz~n'of India;' ' " ' 

7D. Cancellation of registration as overseas 
citiz~n, of Ill!:iia . ..,.., The Central Government may, 
byorde~,saIlCeL theregistrp.iiongr~mtedunder 
st!b,-s.~ction (1) .of section '7A.ii it is,satisfi~dthat'7, 

(a) the registration as an overseas citiz~n of 
India was obtained by means of fraud, false 
r~pr~sentatiori'orthe. Concealment 'of any 
material fact; or .. ' , ., 

. (b) the overs~as citizen bHndialias shown 
disaffection 'towardstheConstitutlon cif India as 
by law established; or" ,.' 

, (c) theovetseas' Citizen bfIndia has, dtirillg 
.' any war inW:hich'IncliaIn'ay l:>eengaged, 
" 'unlawfullytra:ded' 6r' i:c>mhnlili6~ted~itIi' an 

enemy .or been enga:g~d ill" or. associated ~th, 
anybtisiness or 90mmercialaCtiVitytp~twasto 
his knowledge carried on in such manner. as to 
assist an enemy in that war; or 

(d) the overseas citiz~n of India has, within 
five .years, after, registration under sub-section 
(1) of section? A has been'sentenc~d to 
imprisonment for a term of not less than two 
y~ars;oi 

(~) it'is.necessary so to do in the interest of 
t;h~sbv~reigntyand' integrity ,of InAia, " the 
security ofIndia,frienctly relii'tions of IIldip.1)V;th 
any foreign country, or in the intere~ts' of the 
general pu'blic.'. .'~ , 

",-" ' 

8. Amendmellt otsection, 8.-clns.ection 8 of the'. 
principal Act,-

. (a) in sub-section (1), thew-ords "who is also 
a citizen or national of another country". shall 
be omitted; 

(b) in the proviso to sub-section (2),.after the 
word "declaration", the words "in the prescribed 
form and marmer" shall be inserted;·· 

(c) sub-section (3) shall be Omitted. 

9. Amendment· ofsectibn 9;~ In·section9.ofthe· 
principal Act,.in suh-section(2); for-the viTord 
"person", the words,~'citizen'of India" shalLbe 
substituted. 

., 'r--.· 

, 10. Ommission of sections 11 and 12.-Sections 
11 and 12 of the. prinCipal Act- shall be. omitted. 

11 .. Amendm·ent of'8ectiorl14;~In section .14 of 
the principal Act, for the words and figures 
"sections.5 and 6" i .the words, figures and letter 
"s.ections 5, 6and,?A".·shall be substituted: . 

· ... 12.Insertion.of new section l4A . .,--,After Section 
14 of the principal Act, the following section' shall 
be inserted, namely:-

"14A. Issue of national identity cards.- (1) 
The Central Government may compulsorily 

, register every citizenoHndiaand issue national 
identity card to him; 

(2) The Central .Government may maintain a 
National Register of Indian Citizens. and for that 
purpose establish a Natio.nalRegisttation 
Authority. 

(3) On and from the· date of 
commencement of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2003; the Registrar 18of1969. 

General, India, appointed under 
sub-sec.tion (1) of section. 3 ,of the. 
Registration of Births and Deaths Act, ' 
1969 shall act as the National Registration 
Authority and ,.he shall ·function ,as the 
Registrar General of Citizen Registration; 

(4) The Central Government may appoint such 
other officers and staff as maybe required to assist 
the Registrar General of Citizen: Registration in 
discharging his functions and responsibilities. 

(5) The procedure to be followed .in compulsory 
registration of the. citizens ofJndia shall be such 
as may be prescribed. 

l3. ,llisertiOI) of neyv section .15A.~ After section 
15 of the principal Act, the following section shall 
be inserted, namely:- ,. .' ... 

._ "15A'Review.~(1) Any person aggrieved by 
'ian ordetmiiae by the CemtralGbvernment 'may, 
withinthlrty days troin ilie date of such order, 
make an 'application for review of sucll order. 

Provided. that the Central Government may 
entertain an application atter the expiry of the said 
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period of'thirty days, if"it oissatisfied, that the 
applicant was prevented',by sufficient cause from, 
making the application in time: 

Provided further that an application for a review 
of an order passed in terms of the provisions of 
section 14A shaUbe disposed of in the manner 
provided for in the procedure as may be laid down 
under.clause (ia) ofsub"section (2) of section 18. 

(2).On.receipt of .anapplicationundersub­
-section ( 1); the Central Government shall,make 
such order as it deems fit, and the· decision of the 
CentraIGovernin:enton.such review shan be 
final;" . 

14. Amendment of section 17.-·In.section 17·of 
the principal Act,-'-" 

(a) for the words "siXmonths" ,thewords ."five 
years" shall be substituted; 

',(b) for the words "with·fine", the words "with 
.. fine which may'extimd to'fiftythOusand rupees'., 

shall be substituted. 

15. Amendment of section 18.- In section 18 of 
the principal Act,_ 

(i) insub'section (2),-

(a) after clause (a),the following clause 
shall be: inserted, namely:-' 

'" 

U(aa).the ·formarid manner in which:a:. 
declaration under sub-section (1) of section 
4 shall be made;"; 

"-c;, (b) after .clause(l),: the'followingclause 
shall'be:jnserted;,namely:- " 

"(ia) the procedure to be followed 
in' compulsory 'registration ofthe citizens 
'of lndiatindersub'section (5)~fsection 
14k"" "'-" I I , __ 

"(iihu' ~iilicsection(3), the following proviso . 
. • shan iie m.serted, namely:-" 

"Provid,edtllfl.tanY rule made inrespect of a 
matter. specifiec(in clause (ia) of sub-section .(2) 
m:ay provide that a .breachthereof .shalLbe 
p~hishableWi.th iplprisorunentfor a term which 
may extenci to three months, or With tine which 

,',may,extend.to.fivethousand rnp.ees,:or'with 
'·l:)oth.'\: " 
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16." Omission 'of First Sche"dule',-'-- The First 
Schedllle to the principal Act Shall be omi'ttei:i: 

17.' Substitution ·of Seco'nd Schedule by anew 
Schedule.- For the Second Schedule to the 
principal Act, the following Schedule shall be , 
SubstitUted, namely:--'-' 

. "THE SECOND SCHEDULE 

, [See sections 5(2)and 6(2)], 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

• I, AJil.o: ...................... do solemnly affirm (or swear) fuat I 
Willb9artrue faith and aIiegianceto the'Constitution of 
India as by law established, 'and that 1 will fa.ithfuiIy 
observe the laws of India and fulfil my duties as a citizen 
of India':. , 

18. ,Amendment of; Third .Schedule.- In the 
Third Schedule to 'the principal Act,..,.... 

(a) in the opening portion, the words "who is not a 
, citizen of acountry specified, in the. First Schedule" 

shaIi be omitted; • ' 

. (b) in clause (b), for theworcis "he has renounced 
the ci);izenship of that country in accordance with the 

, laiN therein in force in that behalf and has notified su.ch 
-tenunciation to' the C~ntra1 Gove~erittl I the -words 
"he undertakes to renounce the citizenship of that 

. cou.ntry in the event of his application for Indian 
citizenship being accepted" shaIi· be substituted; 

(c) in clause (d),-

,(i).forthewords"twelveyears", the words "four­
teenyears:'shallbe substituted; 

(il) for the words "nine years", the words ':eleven 
years" shall be substituted; 

, (d) ,in the proviso, in clause (li), for the words "thir­
. teen ie'ars" " the words "fifteen yearsU 'shall be substi­
tuted. 

19. Insertion of new Fourth Schedule.- After 
the Third Schedule to the principal Act, the 
follo,0ing Schedule shall be inserted, 'namely:- ' 

"THE FOURTH SCHEDULE 
[See section 2(1)(ggj] 

1. 'AuStralia. ' 
2. Canada. 
3. Finland. 
4. France. 
5. Greece, 
6. Ireland. 
7. Israel. 
8. Italy. 
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. 9. ;.Netherlands .• 
10. New Zealand. 
11. '. Portugal. . 
12. Republic of Cyprus .. 
13 .. Sweden. '. 
14. ·Swit2:erland. 
15. i.J'nited Kingdom: 
16. United States of America.". 

Notification 

ip/3/2003CLA (Part). 

The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 
(Amendment) Rules, 2000, published in the Gazette 
of India, vide number S; O. 1046(E) dated 
22-11-2000 by the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, Government of'India, are hereby published 
for general information <if the public. 

S. G.Marathe; Under Secretary (Drafting). 

Panaji, 18th October, 2004.· 

" ", .- •• , ,< 

---------

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 

Notification 

, New Delhi, the 22nd November, 2000 

S. O. 1046(E).- In exercise of the powers 
conferred by clause (il) of sub-section (2) of section 
3,sub-section (1) and clause (b) <if sub-section (2) 
of section 6 and section 25 of the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with rule 5 
of th<?--EI}vironment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the 
Central Govelnment hereby makes the 'following 
rules to amend the Noise Pollution (Regulation and 
Control) Rules; 2000, namely:~ 

1.(1) These rules may. be called t~Noise 
Pollution (Regulation and Control) (Amendlllent) 
Rules, 2000. 

(2) .They shal! come into force on the date of their 
publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. In the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 
Rules;. 2000 (hereinafter referred to as the said 
rules). in rule 2,~ 

W for ~la1.ls~ (c), the following claus~shall be 
substituted, namely:--:-

. '(e) "authority"· means and includes any 
authority or officer authorized by the Central. 
Government, or as the case may be, the State 

. Government in accordance with the laws in force 
and'includes a District Magistrate, Police 
Commissioner, or any other officer not below the 
rank of the' Deputy Superintendent of Police' 
.designated for the maintenance of the ambient 
air quality standards in respect of n()ise' under 
any law for. the time being in force,'; 

(il) clauses (d) and (e) shall be re-numbered 
as clauses (g) and (h),respectively, and for clause 
(g) as so re-numbered, the following clause shal! 
be substituted, namely:~ 

'(g) "person" shan include any company or 
association or body of individuals, whether 
incorporated or not; '.; 

(iii) after clause (e), the following clauses shal! 
be inserted, narriely:-

'(d) "court" means a governmental body 
consisting of one or more judges who sit to 
adjudicate disputes and administer justice' and 
includes any court of law presided over by a 
judge, judges or a magistrate and acting as a 
tribunal in ciyil, taxati.on and criminal cases; 

(e) "educational institution" means a school, 
seminary,' college, university, professional 
academies, training institutes or other 
eduqational estliblishment, no~necessarily a 
chartered institution .and includes not 'only 
buildings,but also all grounds necessary for 'the 
accomplishmEmt of the full scope of educational 
instruction, including those things essential to 
n:i.~ntal, moral and physical devel0I>ment; 

(f) "hospital" means an institution for the' 
recepti()n and care of sick, wounded, infirm or 
aged pers.ons, and includes government or 
private hospitals, nursing home" and clinics;'. 

3. In sub-rule (2) of rule 3 of the said rules, for 
the words "may categorize", the words "shall 
categorize" shall be ?ubstituted. 

4. In the .Scheduleto.the said rules, for Note: 3 
and the. entries relating thereto, the following Note 
and entries shal! be substituted, namely:-

"3. Silence zone is an area comprising not less 
than .100 meters around hospitals, educational 
institutions,courts, religious places or any other 
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area whiCh is . declared . as such by the competent 
authority:" 

·IRNo.Q-14012/1/96-CPAl 
. K. ROY PAUL, AddLSecy. 

Note:- The principal rules were published in the Gazette 
oflndia vide number S.·O. 123(E), dated the 14th 
February,2000 .. 

. Notification 

lO/3/2003-LA (Part) 

.. The Noise Pollution (Regulation and .Control) 
(Amendment) Rules" 2002, published in the Gazette 
of India, vide number 8. O. l08a(E) dated 
11-10-2002 by the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, Govermnent of India, arehe~eby published 
for general information of the. public. 

S. G. Marathe, Under8ecr",tary(Drafting). 

Panaji,18thOctober, 2004. 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 

New Delhi, the. 11 th October, 2002 

S. O.1088(1?).- In ,exetCise of thep~we'rs 
cOnferredbV cla,)se (li} qf sUb'cs~cti6n (2) df section 
3, <>ub-sectimi(1) arid clause(b)' ~f'sub's~ction(2) 
of section'S knds~ction256(theEnvironment 
(Protection) Act,i98B (29df 1986)rekiJ. With rule 5 
ofth-e--E~vironmEHit (Protectibri) Rule, 19'86, the 
Central Govei:nnlE,nt hereby makes the folloWing 
rules further to amend the Noise Pollution 
(Regulation and Controlj'Rules, 2000, namely:-

1.(1) These rules ~ay be calledtae Noise 
Pollu.tion (Regulation and Control)' (Ame~~nt) 
Rules, 2002. 

(2) They shail come into force on the date of their . 
publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. In the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 
Rules, 2000 in nile 5 atter sub-rule (2) the following 
sub-rule shall be inserted namely:- . 

':'(3) Not'Withstanding anything contained in 
'. Sub-rule (2), the, State Govermnent may subject 
to such terms and conditions as are necessary 

2{JTH OCTOBER,2004 

to reduce noise pollution permit use of loud 
speakers or public address systems during night 
hours (between 10.00 p.m. to 12.00 midnight) 
on or during any cultural 'or religious festive 
occasion of a limited duration 'not exceeding 
fifteen days in all during a calendar year." 

IF. No. Q-15018/1/2002-CPAI 
V.RAJAGOPALAN, Jt. Secy. 

Note: The principal rules. were published in the Gazette 
of India vide Notification number S. O. 123(E), 
dated the 14th Feb>;uary, 2000 and subsequently 
amended vide S.0.'1046(E) dated 22nd November, 
2000 .. 

Notification 

10/3/2003-LA (Part) 

The .Noise Pollution (Regtil",tion and Control) 
Rules, 2000, published in the Gazette of India, vide 
number S.O. 123 (E) dated 14-2-2000 by the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govermnent 
of India, are hereby pubUshed for general 
information of the public. 

S. G. Marathe, Under Secretary (Drafting). 

Panaji, 18th October 2004. 

MINISTRY OF ENVIHONMENTAND FORESTS. 

N otlfication' 

'New Delhi,the 14 February; 2000 

S.o. 123(E).- Whereas the increasing ambient­
noise levels in public places from various sources, 
inter-alia, industrial activity; construction activity, 
ganarator sets, 10udspeakars, public address 
systems, music systems, vehicular horns and other 
mechanical devices hava delaterious effects on 
human health and the psychological well being of 
the people, it is considared necessary to regulate 
and control noise producing. and generating 
sourcas with the objactive of maintaining the 
ambient air quality standards in respect of noise; 

Whereas a draft of Noise Pollution (Control and 
Regulation) Rulas, '1999 was published under the 
notification of the Government of India' in the 
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Ministry of Environment and Forests vide number 
S,0.528 (E) dated the ,,28th June,1999 inviting 
objections and suggestions .from all the .persons 
likely to be affected thereby, before the expiry of 
the period of sixty days from the date on which 
the copies of the Gazette containing the said 
notification are made available to the public:; 

And whereas copies of the said Gazette were 
made available to the public" on the 1" day' of 
July,1999; 

.And whereas the objections 'and "suggestions 
receivedfromthe public in respect ofthe said draft 
ruleshaveb~en duly considered by ,the Central 
Government; , 

Now, therefore, in.exercise of the powers 
conferred by clause,,(ii) of sub-section (2) section 
3, sub-section (1) and clause (b) of sub-section (2) 
of section 6 and section ·25 of "the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 19.85 (29 of 1986) read With rule 5 
of the Environment" (Protection) Rules; ·1986, the 
Central" Goverruiieht hereby makes the following 
rules for the ,,' regulation and control of noise 
producing and generating sources, miniely:-

The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 
Rules, 2000 

1. Short title and commencemenl:.- (1) These 
rules may be called the Noise Pollution (Regulation 
and Control) Rules, 2000 .. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their 
publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the 
conteJQ; otherwise requires,-

-----
(a) ':Act'~' means the Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986 (29 of 1986); 

(b) "area/zone" means all areas whic~fall in 
either of the four categories givenih the Sch~1¥e 

. annexed to these rules; . 

(c) "authority" means any authority or officer 
authorized by the Central Government, or as the 
case may be, the State Government in 
accordance with the laws in force and includes 
a District Magistrate, Police Commissioner, or 

. any other officer designated for the maintenance 
of the ambient air quality standardsin respect 
of noise under any law for the time being in 
force; 

(d) "person" in relation to any factory or 
. premises means a person or occupier or his 
agent, who has control over the affairs of the 
factory or premises;. 

(e) "State Government" in relation to a Union 
territory means the Administrator thereof 

.' appointed under article 239 of the Constitution, 

3. Ambient air q-uality standards in respect of 
noise for different areas/zones.- (1) .The ambient 
air quality standards in respect of noise for different 
areas/zones shall be such as specified in the 
Schedule annexed to these rules. 

(2) The State Government may categorize the 
areas into industrial, :commercial, residential or 
silence areas/zones for" the. purpose of 
implementati(;lll of. noise standards for different 
areas. 

(3) The State Government shall take measures 
for abateinent of noise including noise emanating 
from' vehicular movements and ensure that the 
existing noise levels do not exceed the ambient 
air quality standards specified under these rules. 

(4) All development authorities, local bodies and 
other concerned authorities while plaiming 
developmental activity or carrying out functions 
relating to town and country planning shall take 
into consideration all aspects of noise pollution as 
a parameter of quality of life to avoid noise menace 
and to achieve the objective of maintaining the 
ambient air quality standards in respect of noise. 

(5)·An area comprising not less than 100 meters 
around hospitals, educational institutions. and 
courts may be declared as silence area/zone for 
the purpose of these rules .. 

4. Responsibility as to enforcement of noise 
pollution control measures.- (1). The noise levels 
in any area/zone shall not exceed the ambient air 
quality standards in respect of noise as specified 
in the Schedule . 

(2) The authority shall be responsible for the 
enforcem.ent of noise pollution control measures 
and the due compliance of the ambient air quality 
standards in respect of .noise. 

5. Restrictions on the use of loud speakers/public 
. address system.- (1) A loud speaker or a public 
address system shall not be used except after 
obtaining written permission from the authority. 
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(2) A loud speaker or a public address system 
shall not be used at night (between 10.00 p.m. to 
6.00 a,m.) except in closed premises for 
communication within, e.g. 'auditoria, conference 
rooms, community ha.J.ls ad· banquet calls. 

6. Consequences of any violation in silence zone/ 
/area.- Whoever, in any place covered under the 
silence zone/area commits any of the following 
offence, he shall be liable for penalty under the 
provisions of the Act:~ 

(i) whoever, plays any music 'or uses any 
sound amplifiers, 

(ti) whoever, beats a drum or tom-tom or blows 
. a hom. either mUsical or pressure, or trumpet. or 
beats or sounds any instrument, or 

(iii) whoever, exhibits' any mimetic, musiCal 
or other performances of a nature to attract 
crowds. 

7. Complains to be made to the authority.- (1) 
A person may .. if the .noise. level exceeds the 
ambient noisestandards.by 10 dB(A) or more given 
in the corresponding columnS against any areal 
/zone, make a complaint to the a.uthority. 

(2) The authority sha.J.l act on the complaint and 
take action against the vioiatot in accordance with 
the prOvisions of these rules and any otherlaw in 
force. 

. 8. Power to prohibit etc. continuance of music 
sound or noise.- (1) If the authority is satisfied 
from the report of an officer incharge of a police 
station or other information received by him that it 
is necessary- to do so' in order to prevent 
annoyance, disturbance, discomfort or injury or 
risk of annoyance, disturbance"discomfort or 
injury to the public or to any person who dwell or 
occupy property on the viCinity, he may, by a 
written order issue such directions as he may 
consider necessary to any person for preventing, 
prohibiting, controlling or regulating:-;-

(a) the incidence or continuance in or upon 
any premises of-

',,-
(i) any vocal or instrumental music, ,-

(ii) sounds caused by playing beating, 
clashing, blowing or use in any manner 
whatsoever of any instruinent including 
loudspeakers, public address systems, 
appliance or apparatus or contrivance which 
is capable of producing or re-producing 
~ound, or 
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(b) the carrying on in or upon, any premises 
·of any trade, avocation or operation or process 
resulting in or attended with noise. 

(2) The authority empowered under sub-rule (1) 
may, either on its own motion, or on the application 
of any person aggrieved by an order made under 
sub-rule (1), either rescind, modify or alter any such 
order: 

Provided that before any such application is 
disposed of, the said authority Sha.J.l afford to the 
applicant an opportunity of appearing before it . 
either in person or by a person representing him 
and showing cause against the order and sha.J.l, if 
it rejects any such application either wholly or in 
part, record its reasons. for such rejection .. 

SCHEDULE 
(See rule 3(1) and 4(1) 

Ambient Air Quality.Standards in respect of Noise . , 

Area Gategory of Area/Zone Limits in dB(A) Leq' 
Gode Day Time NightTime 

(A) Industrial area 75 70 
(B) Commercial area 65 55 
(C) Residential area 55 45 
(D) Silence Zone 50 40 

Note: 1. Day time shall mean from 6.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m. 
2. Night time shall mean from 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m. 
3. Silence zorie'is deffued as an area comprising 

not less than 100 metres around hospitals, 
educational institutions and courts. The silence 
zones are zones 'which are declared as such by 
the competent authority. 

4. Mixed categories of areas may be declared as 
one of the four above mentioned categories by 
the competent authority. 

'dB{A) Leq denotes the time weighted average 
of the level of sound in decibels on scale A 
which is relatable to human hearing. 

A .. decibel" is a unit in which noise is measured. 

''p,:', in dB{A) Leq, denotes the frequency weigh­
ting in-the measurement of noise and corresponds 
to frequency response characteristics of the 
human ear. 

Leq: it is an energy mean of the noise level over a 
specified period. 

IF. No. Q-14012/1/96-CPAI 
VIJAI SHARMA, Jt. Secy. 
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