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Office of the Chief Electoral Officer

Order
No. 5-9-2026/ELEC/592 Date : 17-Mar-2026

The following Order No. 3/4/ID/2026/SDR/Vol. 1 dated 15-03-2026 issued by the Election
Commission of India, New Delhi, under Section 61 of Representation of People Act, 1951, regarding the
bye elections of 21—Ponda Assembly Constituency, in the State of Goa, is hereby published for general
information.

Sanjay Goel, 1AS, Chief Electoral Officer.

Panaji.

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 15" March, 2026

Order
No. 3/4/1D/2026/SDR/VOL.I

Whereas, Section 61 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 provides that with a view to
preventing personation of electors, so as to make the right of genuine electors to vote under section 62 of
that Act more effective, provisions may be made by rules under that Act for use of Electors Photo Identity
Card for electors as the means of establishing their identity at the time of polling; and

2. Whereas, Rule 28 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, empowers the Election Commission
to direct, with a view to preventing personation of electors and facilitating their identification at the time of
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poll, issue of Electors’ Photo Identity Card to electors bearing their photographs at State cost; and

3. Whereas, Rules 49H (3) and 49K (2) (b) of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, stipulate that
where the electors of a constituency have been supplied with Electors’ Photo Identity Card under the said
provisions of Rule 28 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, the electors shall produce their Elector
Photo Identity Card at the polling station and failure or refusal on their part to produce those Elector Photo
Identity Card may result in the denial of permission to vote; and

4. Whereas, a combined and harmonious reading of the aforesaid provisions of the said Act and the
Rules, makes it clear that although the right to vote arises by the existence of the name in the electoral roll,
it is also dependent upon the use of the Elector Photo Identity Card, where provided by the Election
Commission at State cost, as the means of establishing their identity at the time of polling and that both are
to be used together; and

5. Whereas, the Election Commission made an Order on the 28" August, 1993, directing the issue of
Electors’ Photo Identity Card (EPIC) to all electors, according to a time bound programme; and

6. Whereas, Electors’ Photo Identity Card have been issued to approximately 100% electors in the
States of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Puducherry, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Nagaland,
Tripura and Gujarat; and

7. Now, therefore, after taking into account all relevant factors and the legal and factual positions, the
Election Commission hereby directs that for the current general election to the Legislative Assemblies
of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and bye-elections to 8 Assembly
constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-I) to be notified on 16-03-2026, 30-03-2026 and 02-04-
2026, all electors who have been issued EPIC are expected to produce the EPIC for their identification at
the polling stations before casting their votes. Those electors who are not able to produce the EPIC shall
produce one of the following alternative photo identity documents for establishing their identity:-

(i)  Aadhaar Card;
(i) MGNREGA Job Card;
(ii1))  Passbooks with photograph issued by Bank/Post Office;

(iv)  Health Insurance Smart Card issued under the scheme of Ministry of Labour/Ayushman Bharat
Health Card;

(v)  Driving License;

(vi) PAN Card,

(vii)  Smart Card issued by RGI under NPR;
(viii) Indian Passport;

(ix)  Pension document with photograph;

(x)  Service Identity Cards with photograph issued to employees by Central/State Govt./PSUs/Public
Limited Companies;

(xi)  Official identity cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs and
(xi1)  Unique Disability ID (UDID) Card, M/o Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India

8. In the case of EPIC, clerical errors, spelling mistakes, etc. should be ignored provided that the
identity of the elector can be established by the EPIC. If an elector produces an EPIC which has been
issued by the Electoral Registration Officer of another Assembly Constituency, such EPIC shall also be
accepted for identification provided that the name of that elector finds place in the electoral roll pertaining
to the polling station where the elector has turned up for voting. If it is not possible to establish the identity
of the elector on account of mismatch of photograph, etc. the elector shall have to produce one of the
alternative photo documents mentioned in Para 7 above.

9. Notwithstanding anything in Para 7 above, overseas electors who are registered in the electoral
roll under Section 20A of the Representation of the People Act, 1950, based on the particulars in their
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Indian Passport, shall be identified on the basis of their original passport only (and no other identity
document) at the polling station.

By Order,

(S. B. Joshi)
Principal Secretary

ANNEXURE-I
I\SI:; Name of the State Number and Name of the AC
1. 223-Rahuri AC
Maharashtra
2. 201-Baramati AC
3. Goa 21-Ponda AC
4, 24-Bagalkot AC
Karnataka
3. 107-Davanagere South AC
6. Nagaland 28-Koridang (ST) AC
7. Tripura 56-Dharmanagar AC
8. Gujarat 111-Umreth AC
YRd fRate smanT
fratas 9e4, e s, 75 feweil-110001
. 3/4/3M8 81/2026/THSI 3R GUS-1 fadi:- 15 |1, 2026

Ia: e Ul T, 1951 B URT 61 # I8 Iusfdd g f Mol & ufazuur o1 fFaru
B D 2P A, dIfp Iad FATH BT 4RI 62 & 347 aRafds Fafas! #1396 Ad 37 & PR
B 3R Y FHIE I S T, AdeH & Gy Hafae! o ugem IRy &7 & Ired & U §
fratae! & fore Fafaew wic uga™ v & SUAi &g FaH! & gRT Iua fhy off ¥ehd &, 9T

2. gq: fFatae! &1 IRz fam, 1960 &1 oW 28 Fatae smar &1, 39 &P 9 f& Faael &
Wwﬁwe‘rwmﬂnﬂaﬁ%wmuswﬁmmwwﬁ Ratee! &) Isg
AT R WIgad Harad Wicl-Ugd U ORI &4 o fore Fa=r 37 &1 wifad Ue@ ovdr §; auT

3. 7., ol &1 Tarad 99, 1961 & W 49 §(3) 3R 49 €2) (@) H g8 Iusfdd § fb Sl
WW%%W@WT&WW 1960, %ﬁanzs%aaamﬁ%wﬁ:r
fyafae Wiel Ugar-u3 fRu U 3, a8 Fafaew! &1 gagm 5 3 3o Ratees Bie) Uga=-Ud faamr
BT YT IAH! 3R § 3 Fafass wiel ugar &l &) 781 foam oF a1 i & orqmd 81 R 3%
A ST &1 AN o W SHR (haT S el &; T

4. gqd:, I5q SfAfraH, @Tﬁﬂﬁ%dugw dudtﬁﬁmmwmaﬂﬁms{w
3 U e B £ 1 g9 Hd 23 @7 SRR A Hclldch ATHTac § 95 & 819 ¥ 8 g1 8, gg oA
STANT GRT o9 &1 AR R, AdGH & JHY 37! Ugd T B o T & $9 H U Hrarg
T Fiatae Bie) UeaH Tl % FahT IR ot Rk ST €, 9uT G T Ueb 1Y T B el & T
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5. gqd:, gt SN 3 Th THaes HAHH & AR I+t Fafas! & Hafas wiel ugam-u=
200300 TRt B BT A Td T 28 3R, 1993 P U ST SR} fobat g; T

6. Ic:, 3T, B, IS, UIHH Te, Ggal, HERIY, 7M1, HAicd, AR, BRI quT TorTd
& IS A AT 100% ol o Fafas wiel ugem 3 okl fru ST g § ,aur

7. 3fd: 3@, Yt Ao PRe! aul fafde vd e fRufcadl &, e & Yad g, FHates s,
TAEdRI, U8 3% a1 § & f3ie 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 H1 YA fHd S ara
3H, R, AHATG, U STa, GGaR! B [AUTIHISH & R Fatad Td 6 Isai J 8 faumaur
fyafem &3 (3 au® 1| & R) & IU fHafemi & forg Wit e, fore Matae wie! uga™
S T 77U §, T 3rden ot S § fob @ AaeH A W SUAT 7d S ¥ Ugd U Uga gifda
A &g U1 Hafad wiel ugam v feward | T Hafas St o= Matas wiel ggaM 93 udd
TSI R UId €, I8 30T UgaH RTd o631 & forg Fufafaa defeus wiet ugar gwaas & 9 ol
T UK AT BITT:-

ii, FERATT SIS BT,

iii. YBY/STHERT FRT RI fbT MY Wiergad g,

iv. 1 TATT B AT & Sid STRY TR ST W BT /T YR ged HTs

v. ST arSa—y,

VLEFTH7R§

vii. TTOTSR & SfaTid SRSIISMTS §RT ORI fhT T W1E Fle,
viii. HRT NUIE,

ix. BIeIgad UM XA,

x. FERTSI WPR/AID Iuspa/afeis fafies Hufar grr s HHAIRA B SRT fu T

PlcIgad a1 UgdT U3,
xi. G/ AU/ Ay uRug Tewl & SR} fT 0 RSN UgaH@ U3, 3R

xii. g1 fSTufaferdt smeat (Gatsisan) ®Ts, ATHINIG <1 Td USRI HATT, HRd IROR |

8. U® & Ty H, oG SR, Il BT SIS I BT oA P T AIGY IRk
falee ®! g™ Ui T gRd o 51 9d | afe ®is Hatad Bl uga™ U3 UG &l g, o fh
fpft o gy fRafe-87 & FMafas IRdwRu et grRT SRt fovar mar €, U9 ufte ot ugaH
R FHRA 8 Widhd [ S a=1d 39 Hafad $1 A ogi a8 AdaM B 311 § 39 AdaM &g
J gafda Fafee e & Suds 811 afe B sarfe & SAd 814 & Rl Ralaes &) uga™
gﬁf\ﬂgmmmﬁﬂ-ﬂ:fs‘raﬁﬁqhwﬁdutjom%7ﬁaﬁh%%3w®mqﬂﬁqwawﬁuﬂd
BT BRI

9. Iad W7 ¥ fHdft a1d & gra gu ff, yarft FRafaw! & ot erom urquié & faavol & sMyR wR
e i Siffam, 1950 B URT 209 & i FHatae AmmEfrdl & dsiied §, Adad & o
HId 3P Hd UIUIS (YT Dl 30 UM STl e & YR TR & UgaT ST |

34,

CRECIRSIE)
Y gfag
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SIAUD-1
HH Y. I BT ATH e g fafa= & 9 den vd am
l. | 98R1Y 223 faa .
2. 201-sRAG fag e,
3. et 21-wieTlaaf[e.
4. 24-STTaPIe f[aa.fM.8.
HHlcH i
5. 107-g1a= 1R &f&mr fa.a.f4.4.
6. EIUIRE] 28-BHRISHT (3155 fag e,
7. EIN] s56-4AFTR fa g[8
8. ToRTd 11136 faaf.a.
Notification
No. 5-9-2026/ELEC/598 Date : 17-Mar-2026

The following two Notification No. 52/2026/SDR/Vol.IV and 52/2026/SDR/Vol.IV dated 15-03-2026
issued by the Election Commission of India, New Delhi, under Section 30 of Representation of People Act,
1951, regarding the bye-elections of 21—Ponda Assembly Constituency, in the State of Goa, is hereby
published for general information.

Sanjay Goel, 1AS, Chief Electoral Officer

Panaji.

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 15" March, 2026
Notification

No. 52/2026/SDR/Vol.IV

In pursuance of the provisions of clause (¢) of Section 60 of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the elector above the age of 85 years and person with
benchmark disability as already marked/flagged in the data base of the electoral rolls of the State and, who
requests for voting by postal ballot paper and subject to the verification of his request by Returning Officer
concerned, would be a class of persons to give his vote by postal ballot in the current general election to
the Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and bye-
elections to 8 Assembly Constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-I), Scheduled to be notified on
16-03-2026, 30-03-2026 and 02-04-2026 under Section 30 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951,
as per the provisions in Part-IITA of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.

By Order,

(S.B.Joshi)
Principal Secretary
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 15" March, 2026
Notification

No. 52/2026/SDR/Vol.IV

In pursuance of the provisions of Clause (c) of Section 60 of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the Covid-19 suspect or affected person, certified by
competent authority, who applies for voting by postal ballot paper, and subject to verification of their
request by the Returning Officer concerned, would be a class of persons to give their vote by postal ballot
in the current general election to the Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Puducherry and bye-elections to 8 Assembly Constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-
I), scheduled to be notified on 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 under Section 30 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, as per the provisions in Part-IIIA of the Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961, as amended vide Ministry of Law & Justice, Govt. of India, Notification SO No. 1964(E),
dated 19" June, 2020 read with the directions and guidelines issued by the Election Commission on the
subject.

By Order,

(S.B.Joshi)
Principal Secretary

ANNEXURE-1

13:)' Name of the State Number and Name of the AC
1. 223-Rahuri AC

Maharashtra
2. 201-Baramati AC
3. Goa 21-Ponda AC
4. 24-Bagalkot AC

Karnataka
5. 107-Davanagere South AC
6. Nagaland 28-Koridang(ST) AC
7. Tripura 56-Dharmanagar AC
8. Gujarat 111-Umreth AC

YRd fratas smanT
frafas Tea, e s, 7$ fRweh-110001
. 52/2026/TTSIARAGS- IV fadisp: 15 A, 2026
St eRTEHT

e gfaTa fATH, 1951 BT URT 60 & WSET) F ISl & SR H Hara AT TagarT
ﬁﬁ%@m%%ssaﬁ@rs{% %Wﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁhﬁ@ﬂmﬁ%ﬂwaﬁwdmw
AMHTafe™l & STel 99 H Ugd @ré’rﬁrﬂ%ﬁf{iﬁﬁmws‘r 3R S ST HAUF gRT HdEM B & fau
3MTAG HRd & 3R ol Haferd Ref SfieRt gRI I9F S RiY & JAU- &t 2d & 31efiF &, FHafei
DT AT (TH, 1961 & YFT-11 16 & YA & SER, did gfaffdd sifafaaw, 1951 3t 4RT130 &

1774



OFFICIAL GAZETTE — GOVT. OF GOA
SERIES II No. 50 (EXTRAORDINARY No. 6) 17TH MARCH, 2026

3iTTId 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 DT ARRIFAT T I 37H, B, AT, TR
CUIREE RIUTIUTSN & TEaT FTURYT Frate T4 6 e § 8 Frata 85 (rav®-1
& IR) & 3 fafasi & fAu S1& Tdua §RT Ade™ H:+ o forg afdaal &1 U Aot 31|

G,
CREIRSIED,
Y gfag
YRd fAate= sma
fate= Teq, e e, T3 fewil-110001
. 52/2026/TISIRGS- 1V faqie: 15 A, 2026
SFRRLEAT

e ufaffera SfIfam, 1951 BT 4RI 60 & WS(T) & JUSH] & IR0 A fafe AN TagarT
RN Sl & b Tam TR gR1 GHIE $ifds-10 Wty a7 yaifad 9 oafad, s 1 Haud
GRT AdeH HR & T 31ded &d § SR S afdd Ref i ISR gR1 3U& 3R1Y &1 I
fpT ST @1 T & 31efH B, 39 fawa W Mot sman gry ffa Aden e fexnfads & oy ufsa,
fafY Td =g AT, URT WHR D HTAGSAT H13TH. 1964 (31) &b 19 T, 2020 & TR
JURERNTG, Faraq! &1 Saread A, 1961 & HIT-111%, & Ul & IUR Ald wiaFia sifafam,
1951 BT YRT 30 P AT 16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 B AT fPT &+ a1 3,
Waﬁmmwaﬁvg@ﬁﬁwmeﬁ%ﬁqﬁmwﬁaﬁqwaﬂaﬂ%s
fraftaa &= Cau®-1 & 3gaR) & 3Iu fafeql & U 3% Adus gRT HdeM & & forg
i &1 T JUT gil |

R,
CREIRSIED
T Tl
ATATP-1
HH . TS T ATH Ry gyt Fafa= &9 &t " e amm
1. | HERIY 223 faa e
2 201-RM™ fa g8,
3. | Tar 21-wigrfaaf[.a.
4. | ®AlcPp 24-STTaPIe fag.fM.8.
5 107-GTa-R &féor fa.g.4.8).
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6. | NS 28-BRISHIS oM g f[.e.
7. |BQ se-yAFTR e
8. | ORI 111-3M3 fagfa.

Date : 17-Mar-2026
Direction

No. 5-9-2026/ELEC/597

The following Direction No. 576/3/EVM/2026/SDR-Vol.I dated 15-03-2026 issued by the Election
Commission of India, New Delhi, under Section 61A of Representation of People Act, 1951, regarding the
bye-elections of 21—Ponda Assembly Constituency, in the State of Goa, is hereby published for general
information.

Sanjay Goel, 1AS, Chief Electoral Officer.

Panaji.

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 15" March, 2026
Direction

No. 576/3/EVM/2026/SDR-Vol-1

Whereas, Section 61A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, provides that the giving and
recording of votes by voting machines in such manner as may be prescribed, may be adopted in such
constituency or constituencies as the Election Commission of India may, having regard to the
circumstances of each case, specify; and

2. Whereas, as per the proviso to Rule 49A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, a printer with a
drop box of such design, as may be approved by the Election Commission of India, may also be attached to
voting machine for printing a paper trail of the vote, in such constituency or constituencies or parts thereof
as the Election Commission of India may direct; and

3. Whereas, the Election Commission has considered the circumstances in current general election
to the Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and bye
elections to 8 Assembly Constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-I) announced vide the Election
Commission’s Press Notes No. ECI/PN/029/2026 and No. ECI/PN/030/2026 both dated 15" March,
2026, and is satisfied that sufficient number of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and Printers for
printing Paper Trail [Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)] are available for taking the poll in the
above said Assembly Constituencies. The polling personnel are well trained in efficient handling of EVMs
and ‘VVPAT Printers’ and the electors are also fully conversant with the operation of the EVMs and the
VVPAT Printers;

4. Now, therefore, the Election Commission of India, in exercise of its powers under the said Section
61A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, and Rule 49A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961,
hereby specifies all the Assembly Constituencies in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and
Puducherry and 8 Assembly Constituencies in 6 States (as per Annexure-I) to be notified on
16.03.2026, 30.03.2026 and 02.04.2026 as the constituencies in which the votes shall be given and
recorded by means of EVMs and VVPAT printers in the manner prescribed, under the Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961, and the supplementary instructions issued by the Election Commission from time to time on
the subject.
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5. The Election Commission also hereby approves the design of EVMs and VVPAT Printers as
developed by the Bharat Electronics Ltd., Bangalore and Electronics Corporation of India Ltd., Hyderabad,
which shall be attached to the said machines, to be used for the giving and recording of votes in all the
Constituencies.

By Order,

(S .B. Joshi)
Principal Secretary

ANNEXURE-1
S1. No. Name of the State Number and Name of the AC

1. 223-Rahuri AC

Mabharashtra
2. 201-Baramati AC
3. Goa 21-Ponda AC
4. 24-Bagalkot AC

Karnataka
5. 107-Davanagere South AC
6. Nagaland 28-Koridang(ST) AC
7. Tripura 56-Dharmanagar AC
8. Gujarat 111-Umreth AC

YR fafa= smarr
fatem I, 3raes s, T3 feweit-110001
T, 576/3/381TH/2026/TTSIR/GUS-1 fadiep: 15 A, 2026

Iad:, i ufaffda iffFm, 1951 BT 4RT 616 | U Iusy fhar mr § 5 o8 Fafe a7 ar
fatam &=t & 9ifeT w=i=T gRT Ade™ & 3R Al & AT BT guTfafed TIT didhT S{U=TT oiT,
o1 fo YR fatae SNt gRT Ul AHa o1 URfUfadl of ea 7 3 gy, fafaféy forar S,

2. T, Fatel &1 ared W, 1961 & W 496 & RQP & IR YR Harad ST gR1
TSR U oS aTar ST St gad U fiey o, TR fyafem & ot fafe st a1 gus um
%ﬁ%ﬁ%%@%%ﬁ%ﬂ%%ﬂﬁ@@ﬂ@ﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬁhﬁﬂﬂmﬁ%m

SIS

3. at:, fRatem SRt 3 3 U e |, setems/die=/029/2026 4. é@ﬂan's‘ﬂﬁm/o.%onoz&ﬁﬂ’f
T 15 |, 2026 ¥ WY N 3, I, aftrarg, uf¥e se ofik ygast faurmarsii &
aﬁqﬁmwﬁahqqaamﬁsﬁmmﬁahqaﬁ(m1%mm$m
7 @it offRufadl W faeR fa g, oIk fafem smam fo ST faum qur fafe e=f o
AdeH &I & fore gafe S § gaaei-d aifedT H=i— 3R UR ¢ [Fderal -1 TuR
sifee 2o mei (@ die)) gfd a1 & R fifex Suasy §1 Fder S1ffe sarew ok <Jidie ey
®! HRAAYGD GHTA T D] IRE 4 U § iR Adardr Ht 3diud sk didtte fiiex! & e
Ui 0§ S E |
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4. 39, OfeN, YRT fafe smam, die ufaffia Sifdfam, 1951 &t Iad URT 61 aqul
Prafei &1 Tara o, 1961%%496533%3@@@%@@%@%@
16032026 30.03.2026 TUT 02.04.2026 P R fPT o4 a1 3™TH, Ha, ?r&l?m:f; ufdm
CUIE gg%ﬁﬁummﬁ%vmﬁmmﬁahﬂaﬁwﬁmﬁsﬁwmﬁam
&l (SgaUP-1 & IUR), I WA Fataa & F wu § Ry war 8, = Fafet &
Farad T, 1961 3R 39 fawg WR fRafe smaiT gRT THa-9Ha R R} fhT 18 SRS el &
ﬁﬁ%ﬁdimﬁsmmllﬂ¢aﬁﬂnﬁawﬁa€ﬁzﬁ$mwﬁﬁmaﬁsﬁ?&ﬁmﬁm

|

5. fatad SN, TdgaRT HRA Sadei-ay fofics, SR dul Sadci-ad IR &rrtﬁ
sfisar fafies, WWHWW@W%W@TWW forg gt fafem
gﬁﬁﬂamﬁeﬁ?&ﬁ%@lﬁﬁeﬁmmmﬁf@wswlw , & feurrg &1 ot srgaifed o

|

e 9,

(@ §t. st
Y gfad

HJddh-1

HH 9. I BT AH Ry g fafe= & 9 I e am

I | HeRIy 223 faafa.

201-sRMG I e

Mar 21-wisTlagf[e.

Plch 24-§TTaPIe A8,

107-G1a- 1R &f&mr fa. ...

AN 28-BRISHSL oM g f[.a.

IR se-eAfFR fa .8

Sl I ISR B B Bl B

ToRTd 111-3W6 faafa.
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